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Double the reasons to visit this 
fine Bavarian town 
 
Ashley Gibbins writes :  
 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen is a mountain resort in the Bavarian Alps region of southern Germany located close to the 
Austrian border and has views of  Zugspitze, Germany's highest mountain. 
 

 
 

 

This area of Germany is still relatively unknown as a visitor destination, which is surprising 
because Garmisch-Partenkirchen has a great deal to offer. 
 
It is the premier German winter sports resort, with the shaded slopes here making for 
particularly good snow and fine skiing for those of all abilities. 
 
And in spring and summer the area is, if anything, even more alluring for those 
wanting to walk, hike or cycle through fir lined hillsides and mountain paths. 
 
Touring this part of Bavaria 
 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen also provides an excellent base for touring the many attractions to be 
founding the area including the magnificent Neuschwanstein Castle. 
 
www.gapa.de 

 
Download  : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_ger_Garmisch.html  
 
Read online : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/newsletter/AllWays%20traveller%20to%20Garmisch.pdf  
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Welcome to the November AllWays traveller bulletin  
 
Plese send your own tips for travel to Ashley@itwalliance.com or post these at the AllWays traveller Facebook page and follow 
us of Twitter @allwaystraveler. 
 
Ashley Gibbins 
 
Managing Editor 
AllWays traveller 
Ashley@allwaystraveller.com 

Chief Executive 
The International Travel Writers Alliance  
www.itwalliance.com 

 
AllWays online  
 
Our correspondents are passionate about travel and not content to go with the flow. They prefer to delve a little deeper 
to discover what really makes the destination worth a visit. 
 
Hers is just a small selection. Others can be found at :  www.allwaystraveller.com   
 
The Faroe Islands  
Rooted in history, stridently modern – the Faroes beckon. 
 
Roger St. Pierre writes :  
 

 

Wow! As our Atlantic Airways flight from Gatwick 
banked sharply to avoid unseen precipitous cliffs, the 
swirling mist suddenly lifted. 
 
And there, just a few hundred feet below us, was the 
miniscule island of Mykines, suddenly basking in brilliant 
sunshine, an emerald gem set against a sparkling blue 
sea. Beyond lay a necklace of sister islands, large and 
small. 
 
Somewhere in the Aegean? No!: Don’t let the Greek-
sounding name fool you, Mykines is one of the 17 
inhabited islands in the Faroes group, a North Atlantic 
archipelago, way out in mid-Ocean, north west of the 
Shetlands, south east of Iceland. 
 
The Faroe Islands seem dauntingly remote, even 
inaccessibly mystical to those who have never been there.  

 
Read more : www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_Faroe_Islands.html

Toulouse, France  
A city that will put you in the pink  
 
Ashley Gibbins writes :  
 
Toulouse, a city on the banks of the River Garonne in 
South-West France, is known as Ville Rose, the 'pink city'. 
 
This is because of the red brick buildings that dominate the 
historic Vieux Quartier (old quarter). 
 
France’s fourth biggest city has also been a major university 
town since the 13th Century and, today, its 90,000 students 
gives Toulouse a youthful vibrancy. 
 

With Barcelona far nearer than Paris, Toulouse also embraces 
a Spanish influence.  
 
During the months from early Spring into late Autumn, 
Toulouse becomes an outdoor city. Cafés, restaurants and 
tapas bars throughout the Vieux Quartier spill onto their 
terraces to be entertained by street performers. 
 
The Toulouse  ‘visitor heart’ is attractively compact, and offers 
a great destination for a relaxed city break. 

 
Read more : www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_fr_Toulouse.html  
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AllWays online  
 
Langkawi Islands, Malaysia 
Langkawi 99 Magical Islands  
 
Adrien Gallo writes :  
 
Malaysia’a Langkawi Islands are well established within Malay mythology and legends and are becoming increasingly 
well known as one of South East. 
 

 

Asia’s best island resort destinations, Langkawi 
offers travellers the perfect combination of sea 
and sun, rainforest and islands, peace and 
tranquillity, culture and tradition as well as 
simplicity and style.  
 
The group of 99 islands is situated in the state of 
Kedah, 30 km off the northwest coast of 
Malaysia between the Thai island of Phuket to 
the north and Malaysia’s Penang island, to the 
south. 
 
As such, they have been influenced by many 
cultures throughout history. 
 
The main island covers an area of almost 
500km2 and much of this remains untouched 
and covered in tropical rainforest.  

 
Read more : www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_asia_Malasia.html 
 
AllWays news 
 
Florida Keys’ Curry Hammock State Park 
  

 
 
The Florida Keys’ Curry Hammock State Park in Marathon has 
been awarded third place in the “America’s Favourite Park” 
2012 contest that involved more than 16,000 national, state 
and local parks across the United States. 
  
Curry Hammock State Park, located in the middle of the 
Florida Keys, offers canoeing, kayaking, hiking, 28 full service 
camping sites, picnic shelters overlooking the Atlantic Ocean 
and a 1,200-foot sandy beach.  
 
www.floridastateparks.org/curryhammock 
www.fla-keys.co.uk 

Subsix, the Maldives 
 
Located 500 metres offshore and appearing to float on the 
surface of the ocean, is Edge the overwater restaurant and 
Subsix, the world’s first underwater music club.  
 
Accessible only by boat, Edge and Subsix are part of the 
NIYAMA resort  in the Maldives.   
  
www.niyama.peraquum.com  
 
Show Me Wales 
 
An android smart phone version of the 'Show Me Wales' 
iphone/ipad app, which provides a comprehensive guide to 
things to do, activities and places to visit across the country, 
has been launched. 
  
www.m.showmewales.co.uk  
 
Japan iPhone app 
 
The Japan Tourism Agency has launched a free  “Visit Japan 
with HELLO KITTY” iPhone app, introducing places to visit in 
all of Japan’s 47 prefectures. 
 
The app is now available to download for free from iTunes. 
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AllWays events and celebrations  
 
It is always worth considering visiting a destination during a festival, event or celebration. There is invariably a special 
atmosphere, entertainment and memorable photo opportunities. 
 
Here is a selection of annual events worth considering. 
 
Huck Finn Jubilee, 
Victorville, California 
June every year 
 

 
 
The 35 year old self proclaimed 
"great American party" annually 
celebrates the life and times of Tom 
and Huck, Mark Twain's popular 
storybook characters. 
 
The Jubilee is held at the 800 acre 
Mojave Narrows Regional Park, near 
Route 66, in Southern California.  
 
Activities during the three day festival 
include building river rafts, climbing a 
greased pole, searching for nickels in a 
haystack and tossing horseshoes.  
 
There's a Friday night barn dance at the 
mountain man village, a Huck Finn 
look-a-like contest, the California State 
Arm Wrestling Championships and the 
Deering Banjo Championships. 
 
The main stage has old time country 
and bluegrass music as part of 30 
hours of live music. 
 
www.huckfinn.com  
 
Pea Shooting, Witcham, 
Cambridgeshire UK 
July every year 
 
This international event brings 
challengers from as far as New Zealand 
and the USA to compete for the World 
Pea Shooting trophy.  
 
Accuracy, not distance, is the aim of 
this competition, with contestants 
shooting a pea through a 12-inch tube, 
12 feet towards a 12-inch target.  
 
www.eastcambs.gov.uk/tourism 
 

Gravy Wrestling, the Rose & Bowl Inn, Bacup, Rossendale, 
Lancashire 
August  every year 
 

 
 
The World Gravy Wrestling Championships take place annually as part of the 
Pennine Lancashire Festival of Food & Culture. 
 
Teams slide around in lukewarm gravy and attempt to wrestle on another to the 
ground. Team members win points for pinning the opposition down in the gravy. 
 
www.worldgravywrestling.com   
 
World Puppet Festival, Charleville Mezières, France 
20 to 29 September 2013 
 
This bi-annual event sees puppeteers and enthusiasts from all over the world flock to 
this vibrant, colourful festival.   
 

 

The festival 
programme includes 
shows, photographic 
exhibitions, window 
displays, avant-garde 
performance art, and 
street entertainment in 
a carnival atmosphere 
where more than 30 
countries are 
represented.   
 
 

  
www.festival-marionnette.com and www.ardennes.com  



 

 5 

 

A place to stay 
 
Hilton Doha, Qatar 
 

 
 
Hilton Hotels & Resorts has opened the 
Hilton Doha, its first hotel in Qatar. 
 
The hotel is located on the headland of 
the capital city's Corniche, near main 
attractions such as the Souq Waqif and 
Museum of Islamic Art. 
  
www.Hilton.com/Doha  
 
Villa Spalletti Trivelli, Rome 
  
The historical residence hotel Villa 
Spalletti Trivelli, which is located on the 
Quirinale, one of the original Seven 
Hills of Rome, has added two new 
luxury garden apartments to its 12 
deluxe rooms. 
  
www.villaspallettitrivelli.com 
 
The Oriental Residence 
Bangkok 
 

 
 
The Oriental Residence Bangkok 
stands in landscaped gardens in the 
centre of the city. 
 
It is located  in one of Bangkok’s most 
preserved and green areas. 
 
Shopping venues and the efficient 
Bangkok Transit System (BTS Skytrain) 
all close by. 
 
www.oriental-residence.com 
 

Hartwell House, Buckinghamshire UK 
History always in evidence at this very English stately home 
 

 
 
Ashley Gibbins writes : 
 
Hartwell House, one of England's finest stately homes, is situated in 90 acres of 
landscaped parkland two miles west of Aylesbury in Buckinghamshire and an 
hours drive from central London. 
 

 

This truly majestic country house 
has been welcoming guests for 
centuries, including Louis XVIII, the 
exiled King of France who set up 
his Court here, away from the 
Napoleonic Wars, between 1809 
and 1814. 
 
Today, Hartwell House is a hotel 
offering guests the same high 
standard of hospitality in a setting 
that is a world away from the 
strains and stresses of modern day 
living. 
 
Hartwell is owned and managed by 
Historic House Hotels. 
 
In September 2008 the company 
donated all its interests in Hartwell 
House and the other two Historic 
House Hotels to the National Trust, 
with all profits benefiting the 
houses and the charity. 
 

 
Download  :  
http://www.allwaystraveller.com/newsletter/AT%20Hartwell%20House.pdf 
 
Read online : 
http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_UK_Hartwell.html 
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A place to stay 
 
The Sarojin, Phuket 
 

 
 
The five-star Sarojin is located on an 
11km stretch of secluded white sand 
beach in Khao Lak, a 55 minute drive 
north of Phuket Airport, and is 
surrounded by five national parks and 
the dive sites of the Similan and Surin 
Islands.  
 
Designed in a contemporary Asian 
style, the resort’s 56 deluxe 
residences are set within ten acres of 
tropical grounds leading directly onto 
the beachfront.  
 
www.sarojin.com 
  
The Serai resorts, Karnataka 
(South India)  
 

 
 
The Serai resorts, have three 
properties in Karnataka (South India). 
 
Tw are wildlife resorts in the Kabini & 
Bandipur forest range and the third in 
Chikmagalur a plantation resort close 
to world heritage site of Belur & 
Halebidu. 
 
This area is known for its twin Hindu 
temples built in 11th Century. 
 
www.theserai.in 
 
 
 

Dining Like a Sultan at Istanbul's Ottoman Hotel Imperial 
 

 
 
Myrna Katz Frommer and Harvey Frommer write : 
 
From the outside, the Ottoman Imperial Hotel calls little attention to itself. It's 
clearly a historic building, but then this is the historic area of Istanbul.  
 
Directly across the street, a high iron gate opens to one of the gardens of the 
magnificent Hagia Sofia, dedicated by Constantine in 360 A.D., turned from a Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral into a mosque in the wake of the Islamic conquest by Sultan 
Mehmet in 1453. 
 
It was then turned into a museum combining the treasures of both civilizations in 1935 
as part of Ataturk’s secularization of Turkey.  History enough, one would think. 
 
But there’s more. A few blocks away stands the beautiful Blue Mosque, its multiple 
domes cascading downwards like a waterfall.  
 
And virtually around the corner, the Ayasofya Hamam  (traditional Turkish bath house) 
lays claim to its own heritage, having been built in 1556 by Sultan Suleiman.   
 
Read more : 
www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_turkey_HotelImperial.html 
 
Wilderness Safaris                     
 
Wilderness Safaris is an ecotourism company that specialises in wildlife experiences 
in some of the most remote and pristine areas in southern Africa.  
 
Wilderness Safaris operates camps and safaris in Botswana, Congo, Kenya, Namibia, 
Malawi, South Africa, Zambia, Zimbabwe and the Seychelles. 
 
It offers its guests private access to three million hectares of southern Africa’s wildlife 
reserves, while remaining committed to protecting the areas  natural and cultural 
resources. 
 
www.wilderness-safaris.com 
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A place to stay 
 
The Old Course Hotel, Golf 
Resort & Spa, St Andrews, 
Scotland 
 

 
 
The Old Course Hotel, Golf Resort & 
Spa, located on the 17th Road Hole of 
the world-famous Old Course, is 
surrounded by 11 golf courses, 
including its own championship 
course, The Duke’s. 
 
The resort’s Majestic Golf Package 
offers a Scottish golfing experience on 
The Duke’s plus two links courses – 
the Jubilee Course and Kingsbarns, as 
well as luxury accommodation in the 
heart of the home of golf. 
 
www.oldcoursehotel.co.uk 
 
DumaTau Camp, Botswana 
 

 
 
Wilderness Safaris has reopened its 
DumaTau Camp on a new site on the 
banks of the Linyanti River.  
 
One of Wilderness’ most popular 
camps for over 15 years, DumaTau 
Camp has been completely rebuilt a 
little further upstream from its original 
location. 
 
The Classic Camp comprises ten 
tented units, which are raised off the 
ground to overlook the Osprey 
Lagoon, lies between two elephant 
corridors. 
 
www.wilderness-safaris.com 

The Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora 
 

 
 
The Four Seasons Resort Bora Bora has been voted the best ‘Overseas Leisure 
Hotel: Australasia & The South Pacific’ at the Condé Nast Traveller Readers’ Travel 
Awards. 
 
The Hilton Bora Bora Nui Resort & Spa and the InterContinental  Bora Bora Resort & 
Thalasso Spa were awarded eighth and ninth places respectively. 
  
Bora Bora is one of the Society Archipelago islands that make up Tahiti and her 
islands at the heart of the Pacific Ocean.  
 
Surrounded by coral reef with remnants of two volcanoes at its centre, the island’s 
natural beauty attracts families and couples to its beautiful lagoons. 
 
www.fourseasons.com/borabora 
www.tahiti-tourisme.co.uk 
 
Hôtel de Paris, Monte Carlo 
 
Le Louis XV–Alain Ducasse at Hôtel de Paris, Monte Carlo is celebrating its 25th 
Anniversary this autumn.  
 
The first restaurant in the Principality of Monaco to be awarded three Michelin stars, 
Le Louis XV–Alain Ducasse is commemorating the quarter century with a special 
seven-course anniversary menu, available until the end of November 2012. 
 
Opened in 1864, the Hôtel de Paris is located in the heart of Monte Carlo, on the 
Place du Casino and with views over Hercule Bay 
 
In addition to Le Louis XV–Alain Ducasse, there is the rooftop Le Grill and Le Côté 
Jardin with terrace overlooking the harbour, as well as local’s favourite Le Bar 
Américain.  
 
www.hoteldeparismontecarlo.com and www.visitmonaco.com 
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A place to stay 
 
Chic hotels in Barcelona 
 
 Mandarin Oriental  
 

 
 
One of the latest additions to the luxury 
end of the hotel market, in the heart of 
shopping heaven with a rear courtyard 
garden and rooftop pool.  
 
www.mandarinoriental.com/barcelona 
 
Granados 83  
 
A member of the Derby Hotels 
Collection, this hotel is close to the 
Passeig de Gracia and Cerveceria 
Catalonia. Local bars and restaurants 
that tourists won’t normally find are 
nearby. 
 
www.derbyhotels.com/en/hotel-
granados-83 
  
Hotel Claris  
 
Another Derby Hotel, which has been 
recently renovated and with a rooftop 
pool and restaurant. A five minute walk 
to the Passeig de Gracia. 
 
www.derbyhotels.com/en/hotel-claris 
  
Hotel Arts  
 
Part of the Ritz Carlton group and still 
one of the best hotels in the city. 
 
This beach located hotel has Great 
views over the Mediterranean and the 
Puerto Olympico and the beach is right 
there if you can bear to leave the hotel. 
  
www.hotelartsbarcelona.com 
  
Hotel Neri  
 
Located in the Bario Gotico this is one of 
the original chic hotels in Barcelona.  
 
www.hotelneri.com 
  
www.chiccollection.travel 

The Ebrington Arms, Gloucestershire UK   
 
The Ebrington Arms  is a 17th Century inn, set in the rolling hills of the 
Cotswolds at Ebrington, near Chipping Campden, Gloucestershire. 
 

 
 

 

The village itself is located in an 
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
well known for its walking 
opportunities. 
 
The pub offers award-winning food 
(awarded two rosettes by The 
Michelin Guide), award-winning ales 
(winner of the CAMRA North 
Cotswolds Pub of the Year three 
times in a row). 

  Landlords Jim and Claire Alexander 
 
There are five en-suite rooms with countryside views and original features. 
 
www.theebringtonarms.co.uk 
 
The Tommy Watson, Adelaide, Australia 
 
The Art Series Hotel Group is to open a property in Adelaide in September 2013.  
 
Like the groups other properties in Melbourne, the new hotel will be named after a 
prominent Australian artist, this time indigenous painter Tommy Watson.  The hotel 
will be based in Walkerville, a suburb of Adelaide with views of the Adelaide Hills, 
the city centre and the River Torrens.  
 
www.artserieshotels.com.au  
 
hotelsunder100.co.uk 
 
New website hotelsunder100.co.uk  highlights quirky, independent hotels under 
£100 a night in India, Sri Lanka and Zambia. 
 
www.hotelsunder100.co.uk 
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AllWays worth considering  
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance works with travel, transport and tourism partners worldwide.  Here are just a 
section. 
 
Jordan's top five travel destinations 
 
Cox & Kings, the adventure/luxury tour company 
has chosen five destinations in Jordan for 
travellers who will appreciate the history, 
archeology and culture of this Biblical land. 
 
Dana Biosphere Reserve 
 
The Dana Biosophere Reserve is a sanctuary for 
rare species of birds and plants, many of which 
were plentiful in Biblical times.   
 
Travelers can experience four different biological 
zones within one area. 
 
The Dead Sea 
 
Reportedly the lowest point on Earth, the Dead Sea 
is fed by a number of rivers, including the pilgrimage 
site of the River Jordan. 
 
The landlocked saline waters evaporate in the 
Middle Eastern heat, leaving behind a high 
concentration of salts and minerals, reported to 
have healing properties.  
 
The Red Sea 
 
Surrounded by desert coastline and named after the 
red algae (Trichodesmium Erytreum) found in the 
water, the Red Sea is often referred to as the 
'underwater garden of Eden'.  
 
Wadi Rum 
 
The desert of Wadi Rum gives way to canyons that 
cut deep into the landscape.   
 
One of Wadi Rumm's most popular spots is 
Lawrence's Spring, the place where Lawrence of 
Arabia reportedly washed himself during the Arab 
revolt.   
 
Petra 
 
Over 2,000 years old, the pink city of Petra has only 
been known to the western world for 200 years.   
 
Rediscovered by chance in August 1812 by J L 
Burkhardt, 2012 celebrates its 200th anniversary.  
 
Carved into solid sandstone rock, this UNESCO 
world heritage site boasts some of the finest 
archaeological sites, including the mysterious 
Treasury and The Monastery and the stone 
alleyway passage to the Treasury made famous in 
the film, Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade. 
 
www.coxandkingsusa.com 
 

The Waverley, Loch Lomond, Scotland 
 

 
 
The Paddle Steamer Waverley is the world’s last seagoing paddle 
steamer. 
 
It was built in 1947 for a service between Craigendorran and Arrochar, 
and at the end of that career in 1974 she was saved when the Paddle 
Steam Preservation Society bought her.  
 

 

Now, fully refurbished to her 
original 1940s style, she runs 
a cruising programme that 
takes her far beyond the Firth 
of Clyde.  
 
However, you’ll find her in her 
home waters each summer 
for cruises around the 
seaside towns and islands of 
the Clyde Coast.  

 
With 18ft / 5.5 metre paddle wheels, a steam powered windlass and 
capstan, and an engine room open to view at any time – this comfortable 
boat not only has bags of atmosphere but also excellent catering, lounge 
bars and  a souvenir shop.  
 
www.waverleyexcursions.co.uk 
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From our correspondents 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of professional travel journalists.  Here are 
some postings from our journalists : 
 
Sean Sheehan writes about :   
 
Lebanon 
 

 

Surely this a traveller’s oxymoron: laidback in a land ravaged by 
a 15-year civil war, occupation by the Syrian army and then 
invasion by Israel, not to mention an insanely car-congested 
capital city.  
 
But weekend traffic jams in downtown Beirut also occur at 3am 
in the wake of nightclub closing time, dispelling any notion of 
the Lebanese as jaded, impoverished citizens of a strife-torn 
Levant.  
 
Indeed, if people make places Lebanon scores an instant high 
five for amiability; here, where etiquette and respect have been 
learned and earned the hard way, the first-time visitor quickly 
loses the feeling of being a stranger in a strange land. 

 
Read more : http://londonglossy.com/2012/02/going-up-in-the-world/ 
 
Dublin 
 
Dadaism as a movement extolling anti-art, the irrational and chaotic finds no berth in Dublin but in its decaffeinated form, as a 
nod to the absurd side of life and served with more than a smidgen of self-mockery, Dada has its place in contemporary Dublin.  
 
How else do you account for an annual festival that celebrates someone who never existed, a fictional character, a celebration 
that re-enacts his ‘presence’ in the city with scholarly but fun-loving exactitude?  
 
And what takes the Dadaist biscuit is that the character is from a book that most people, including those participating in the 
festival, have never finished reading 
 
Read more : http://londonglossy.com/2012/07/dada-in-blooming-dublin/ 
 
Istanbul 
 
Having dipped into the guide books, couchsurfed the travel blogs and cast an eye over Trip Advisor, I’m rearing to go and in 
less than an hour after swopping a £10 note for a visa stamp at Attatürk airport I am on the buzzing streets of Istanbul.  
 

 

Someone has said that never-still London is a 
city of verbs but Istanbul can easily compete 
on that level while throwing in some adjectives 
that distinguish it from the rest of Europe. 
 
Oriental, this was Byzantium, remember, and 
part of the city is in Asia. 
 
Perplexing, three seas – Bosphorus, Golden 
Horn and Sea of Marmara – divide the 
metropolis and you’re often unsure what 
stretch of water you’re gazing at. 

 
Disarmingly easy-going despite the surface level of frenetic  movement; and, the echt mark of all worthwhile cities, capable of 
surprising the visitor. 
 
Read More : http://londonglossy.com/2012/05/laidback-in-lebanon/ 
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From our correspondents 
 
Sean Sheehan writes about :   
 
Sicily 
 
Thee prospect of searching for something attractive should generally be regarded with caution – for Sicily tends to be 
one of those luminous places invested with a traveller’s desire that cannot be met.   
 

 

There tends to be, as with destinations as dissimilar as Tuscany and 
Timbuktu,  a fantasy at work that holds out the prospect of finding an 
indefinable, rapturous something that is experienced as missing in our 
lives, something lost and needed to be found again.  
 
Archimedes found it in Sicily, sitting in a bath in Siracusa and crying out 
Eureka, so why shouldn’t I discover it wandering down narrow, cobbled 
streets, gazing up at an ochre painted wall and a balcony languishing with 
age where a melancholy woman sits dolefully knitting in shade amidst 
climbing plants and drying laundry?  
 
Or seated in a street under a eucalyptus tree, sipping spumante and 
contemplating a smoking Mt Etna while fashionistas gander by.  
 

 
If not then, the next day while soaking up the sun on the Aeolian island of Stromboli, knowing this is where Ingrid Bergman and 
Roberto Rossellini enjoyed their illicit fling.  Some places release a heady elixir of memory and desire? 
 
Read more : http://londonglossy.com/2012/06/searching-for-sicily/ 
 
It’s the people that makes the Isles of Scilly the place it is 
 
Ashley Gibbins writes :  
 
Scilly is (or the Isles of Scilly are) a string of islands forming an archipelago some 28 miles off Lands End, the south-
western tip of the UK's Cornish peninsula. 
 
With a total resident population of just over 1,600 - and given all the friendly waving, smiling and nodding that takes place - 
everyone seems to know everyone else.  
 
From a visitor perspective, it also means almost everyone is involved with, or benefits from, tourism - the economic mainstay of 
the Isles. This goes a long way to explaining the genuine welcome visitors to Scilly receive. 
 
Read more : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_eur_UK_Scilly.html  
 
Where to drink beer in Brussels 
 
Susan Manlin Katzman writes :   
 

 

Belgium produces about 500 types of beer and Brussels tempts 
tourists with a staggering number of restaurants, cafes, bars that 
serve the brew.  
 
But Sweet Leisure readers headed to Brussels need not be 
bamboozled by beer bounty, thanks to Chef Robert Wiedmaier 
who knows all about Belgium and beers and tells us where to 
jump on the beer bandwagon in Brussels. 
 
Read more :  
http://www.sweetleisure.com/2012/09/where-to-drink-beer-in-
brussels/ 
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From our correspondents 
 
Paella Valencia 
 
Susan Manlin Katzman writes :   
 
Spanish tourism authorities claim that Germans head to Valencia for the beach and the gastronomy; that the French seek 
fashion, the design hotels and the gastronomy; and that Americans like the history, the culture and the gastronomy. See a 
pattern here?   

 

Everyone loves Valencia’s gastronomy. I know the reason. It’s 
called Paella. That luscious rice concoction that catapulted to 
stardom in cities all over Spain was actually born in Valencia. 
Invading Moors planted rice in the marshlands of what is now 
The Albufera Natural Park (on the outskirts of the city).  
 
Workers cooked that rice, in the fields, over an open fire with 
ingredients on hand (snails, rabbits, backyard vegetables, and 
an occasional chicken). 

Eventually farm-style paella was joined by seafood paella. 
(Valencia is, after all, overflowing with seafood being located 
on the Mediterranean Sea, at the mouth of the Turia River and 
minutes from the largest freshwater lagoon in Spain.) And the 
dish took root and thrived. 
 
Today Valencians produce the purest paellas of them all---not 
deviating much from centuries-old tradition.   

 
Read more : http://www.sweetleisure.com/2012/09/paella-valenciana-2/ 
 
Out of the shadows into a sparkling future 
 
Ashley Gibbins writes :  
 
West Palm Beach, on Florida's east coast has gone to extraordinary lengths to establish itself as a thriving cosmopolitan 
community. And one no longer labouring in the shadows of Palm Beach Island. 
 
In the last decade or so, the downtown area has been regenerated and is now a vibrant dining, entertainment and 
shopping district leading to the waterfront, which has also been transformed to stunning effect. 
 
Read more : http://www.allwaystraveller.com/AllWaysOnline/ao_an_USA_Florida_PalmBeach.html 
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From our correspondents 
 
Bergamo – Close to Milano Yet Centuries Away 
 
 

 

Mark Gordon writes : 
 
Medieval towers pierce mauve infused sunrise 
fog. Visions of another time are easy here, so 
close to Milan yet centuries away. 
 
This city of a thousand, so named for the 
citizens role in Italy’s unification, is a unique 
surprise about an hour by train northeast of 
Milano.  
 
Though the city has become increasingly 
industrial in focus, the upper town (La Citta 
Alta) offers visitors unique insights into Italy’s 
political and architectural history. 
 
 

 
Read more : http://privateitalytoursltd.wordpress.com/2012/08/29/bergamo-close-to-milano-yet-centuries-
away/?goback=.gmp_2978414.gde_2978414_member_155734483  
 
Oceanwide Expeditions on epic South Georgia ski crossing 
 
Florian Piper writes :  
 
In 2010, Oceanwide Expeditions´ first international ski team successfully completed their self supplied ski crossing of South 
Georgia. 
 

 

In doing so they followed the footsteps of Shackleton, Crean and 
Worsley along the historical route across the glaciated interior of the 
remote South Georgia island from King Haakon Bay to Stromness.  
 
Since then Oceanwide Expeditions has become a main operator to 
offer skiing expeditions across South Georgia. 
 
Leading Polar Explorer Børge Ousland from Norway joins Oceanwide 
Expeditions on epic South Georgia ski crossing embedded in the end 
of season voyage onboard ice strengthened vessel m/v Ortelius 
(OTL28, Exclusive South Georgia, 20 March - 06 April 2013 (18 days), 
Ushuaia – Montevideo).  
 
 

 
This is an expedition for real explorers!  The ski traverse involves elements of ski mountaineering, glacier travel and winter 
camping.  
 
In general, participants must be physically conditioned and experienced in order to participate in strenuous exercise in alpine 
environments with sometime extreme weather. 
 
In addition, ski trekkers must be familiar with skiing and crevasse rescue techniques that can be learned in Alpine Introductory 
Courses.  
 
www.oceanwide-expeditions.com 
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A snapsot of the world 
 
The partners of the International Travel Writers Alliance include : 
 

 
 

www.adelboden.ch 
 

 

www.paradisecoast.com 
 

 

www.visit-hannover.com 
 

 
 

www.tourismnewzealand.com 
 

 

www.keukenhof.nl  
 

 

www.turismolanzarote.com 
 

 
 

www.mississippi.org 
 

 

www.slovenia.info 
 

 

www.VisitHoustonTexas.com 

 
 
The International Travel Writers Alliance  AllWays traveller 
 

 
 
 

 

The International Travel Writers Alliance is the world's largest association of 

professional travel writers, editors, broadcasters and photographers. 

www.itwalliance.com 
 
AllWays traveller provides independent travellers with an equally independent view of 
the world from the professional travel journalists in the Alliance 
 
www.allwaystraveller.com 
 
Ashley Gibbins FCIPR, MCIOJ 
0776 419 8286  
Ashley@itwalliance.com 

 
 


